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257 March 16, 190i> 

March L, 1906. Passengers from Mobile will he allowed to land, 
provided they have been in that city for a period of 7 or more days. 

Yellow fever at Puerto Cortex. 

Information is received at the Bureau, under date of March 13, of 
a case of vellow fever at Puerto Cortes. 



INDIA. 

Report from Calcutta — Transactions of Service — Cholera and plague 
mortality — Increased plague mortality in India — Smallpox in 
Calcutta. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eakins reports, February 15. as follows: 

During the week ended February 10, 1906, bill of health was issued 
to the steamship Clan Macmillan, bound for Boston and New York, 
with a total crew of 74. The usual precautions were taken, holds fumi- 
gated, rat guards placed on wharf lines, and Lascars' effects disinfected. 

During the week ended February 3, 1906, there were 57 deaths from 
cholera, 31 deaths from plague, and 113 deaths from smallpox in 
Calcutta. 

In Bengal, week ended January 27, 1906, 1,051 cases and 891 deaths 
from plague; week ended February 3, 1906, 1,517 cases and 1,216 
deaths from plague. 

Mortality from plague is now rising in India. During the week 
ended February 3 there were reported, in all India, 6,116 cases and 
5,042 deaths. Bengal reported 1,517 cases and 1,216 deaths; the 
United Provinces 1,595 cases and 1,216 deaths; the Central Provinces 
and Berar 766 cases and 659 deaths; the Punjab 1,061 cases and 788 
deaths. 

The epidemic of smallpox, which began in Calcutta in December 
last, shows no signs of breaking. On the contrary it is probably 
worse now than it has ever been, although the returns do not show it 
to be so. Since the first of the year the deaths, week by week, are as 
follows: January 6, 61; January 13, 55; January 20, 55; January 27, 
102; February 3, 143; February 10, 14:1. 

These figures represent only the reported deaths, and many deaths 
from the disease are reported under other names. The number of 
cases it is impossible to determine accurately, as cases are rarely 
reported to the Health Department. Indians of almost every class are 
particularly averse to hospital treatment of every kind, and they dis- 
like to have any disinfecting operations carried on in their houses. 
They also look upon smallpox as a very ordinary visitation. Because 
of these facts they not only do not report cases, but conceal them. It 
is estimated that there have been about 5,500 cases since December. 



